
The Department of English, Maitreyi College, conducted a lecture on ‘Dimensions of 

Disability Discourse in Literature’ on 12th September, 2019. The purpose of the lecture was 

given by the special guest, Prof Anil K. Aneja, Department of English, University of Delhi. 

The purpose was to engage the students in a deep and thoughtful analysis of various past 

and present-day literary texts, like Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte, Gulliver’s Travels by 

Jonathan Swift, Mahabharata, Yellow Wallpaper by Charlotte Perkins, Mrs. Dalloway by 

Virginia Woolf, Rangbhoomi by Premchand, Shame by Salman Rushdie, etc., from the 

point of view of Disability being a part of literature since ‘ancient’ times. During the 

lecture, attendees also got an insight into the life of a disabled person, for Prof. Anil himself 

being blind. To quote him, “Disability is a condition when the interaction between you and 

the environment suffers and can be permanent and temporary as well”. It was a highly 

engaging and a successful lecture.  

  

  

  



The Department of English successfully organized its first Dead Poets Society meeting in the academic 

session 2020-21 on November 21st, 2020. The theme chosen for the event was 'Memory' and 

encompassed all aspects of finding, creating, and missing home. Out of the 24 submissions we 

received, 10 were chosen for recitation - these included students from the English Department, students 

from other departments from within the college, students from outside of college, and also a beloved 

ex-student and ex-staff member. The total number of attendees for the event were 60.  

 

The meeting was extremely fruitful in the sense that every person found something they were hoping 

to find -strength, assurance, or mere companionship. And since memory is so inherent a human trait, 

all poems were joined with a thread that allowed all the attendees to listen as one unit. 
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The Department of English organised its 4th lecture in the Annual Lecture Series on 12th 

October, 2020. It was a National Webinar on the theme of the lecture was literature and 

contagion which was chosen to reflect on the relationship between literature and the ongoing 

pandemic. The webinar was conducted on the MS Teams Platform and hosted 145 participants. 

 

The guest speaker was distinguished academic, Prof. Sambudha Sen. Prof. Sen is a senior 

professor and the Head of Department of English, School of Humanities and Social Science at 

Shiv Nadar University. His lecture was titled 'Literature and Medicine: Towards a Methodological 

Consideration'. Focusing on the nineteenth century, Prof. Sen spoke about the extraordinarily 

close relationship between literary and medical discourses, and how they have worked through 

their distinct internal protocols towards often dissimilar ends.  

 

The lecture was attended by students from not just various departments of our college and 

university, but also alumni, academics and scholars from across India and the globe. 
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